Rowlands Gill: The Great War and the Great Peace
Tommy Atkin Joins Up
Lesson Plan: Tommy Atkin - Learning from Service Records
Teacher/s

Date

Subject History
Learning Objectives
Understand the connections between local, regional, national and international history.
Use a range of historical information including primary sources.
Construct an informed response to the evidence.

Year
Success Criteria
The children understand the process
of joining the armed forces 1914-18
and how this impacted on local men
and women.

Key Questions
How did a soldier join the army 1914-18?
What records can we find about a First World War Serviceman?
Starter Activity/Introduction
Point out the nickname for ordinary British soldiers in WW1 was Tommy Atkins. Explain that the British
armed services were made up largely of volunteers until conscription was introduced for men between 18
and 41 in March 1916. Many soldiers, like Thomas Atkin from Birtley joined up in Newcastle. Only around
one third of army service records survive – around 2 million. Most were destroyed by bombing in WW2 and
those we still have a known as the burnt records. Ask the children if they can find evidence of damage on
Atkin’s form.
Main Activity
Read and transcribe Thomas’s Attestation (joining up) form. Work together as a class and/or in pairs to
understand the answers to each question. It’s a fun exercise to have a few children take the Oath – saying it
out loud. His calling is apprentice grocer. The person filling in the form and the witness is likely to be a
regimental sergeant. His name is hard to read but may be George Nunwell. Rowlands Gill Link: Check out
the service records of Private William Lumley (SR 7&8) for the attestation of a soldier on the Rowlands Gill
War Memorial. They are quite easy to read.
Plenary
Complete the blank form. This is a combination of a real attestation and medical form. Practice using
imperial units. Chest girth is measured breathing in fully and just normally inflated. Thomas was 5ft 4 ½
inches with a 32 inch fully expanded chest and an expansion range of 2 inches. He had 2 vaccination marks
on his left arm. A space for metric measurements has been provided if imperial is too confusing.
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Resources
Project original attestation form on
white board.

Resources
Print out page 2 as A3 if possible

Resources
Tape measure with feet and inches
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What is the name of the recruit?

What is his service number?

What regiment (unit) did he join in the
army?

How can we tell that the recruit changed
regiments?

What is the recruits address?

How old is he?

What was his job (trade or calling) before
he joined the army?

Read the Oath to be taken by the recruit.
By signing this what does he promise to
do in the army?

Now move on to page 4 and JOIN UP.
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Short Service Attestation of
Number

Name

Corps

Questions to be put to recruit before enlistment
1. What is your name?

1………………………………………………..

2. What is your full address?

2………………………………………………..

3. Are you a British subject

3……………………………………………….

4. What is your age?

4……………… Years…………….Months

5. What is your trade or calling?

5……………………………………………….

6. Are you married?

6……………………………………………….

7. Have you ever served in a branch of
His Majesties Forces, naval or military, if
so which?

7……………………………………………….

8. Are you willing to be vaccinated or
revaccinated?

8……………………………………………….

9. Are you willing to be enlisted for
general service?

9……………………………………………….

Medical History
Examined

The Barracks Newcastle

Height

Chest
Measurement

Feet & Inches

Girth when fully
expanded

Metres & Centimetres

Inches/cm

Range of expansion
Inches/cm

Vaccination Marks

Arm

Right

Left

Number

I…………………………………………………………………………..do solemnly declare that
the answers made by me to the above questions are true and that I am willing to fulfil
the engagements made.
…………………………………………………………………………..SIGNATURE OF RECRUIT
……………………………………………………………………….....Signature of Witness
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