Rowlands Gill: The Great War and the Great Peace
Finding the Bingham Brothers

Lesson Plan: Finding the Bingham Brothers
Teacher/s:

Date:

Subject:

Year:

Learning Objectives:
Success Criteria:
Develop the use of historical terms linked to researching servicemen and women e.g. war memorial,
The children know what a Roll of
cenotaph, roll of honour, regiment, date of death, casualties.
Honour / Casualty List is and
Use a range of historical information including primary sources.
understand the connection to war
Understand the methods of historical enquiry.
memorials and headstones.
Key Questions:
How can newspapers help with researching First World War servicemen?
What kind of information is given in a Roll of Honour?
Why was the Roll of Honour in local papers so important to families during the First World War?
How do we use the CWGC website?
Resources
Starter Activity/Introduction
Finding The Bingham Brothers
Read the short newspaper clippings on page 1 together as a class. Discuss the significance of the term
Activity Sheet
Roll of Honour: sacrifice, remembrance, making the death of a son or husband more acceptable. Identify
and read the entries on the Bingham brothers. The print is difficult to read because it is enlarged from tiny
font in the Newcastle Journal. Answer the questions on page 2. John was killed on the first day of the
Somme, when 20,000 soldiers died in the Big Push. It took weeks to identify and report the casualties to
families.
Main Activity
Find the details for John Bingham on the CWGC (Commonwealth War Graves Commission) website.
Irritatingly too much information such as adding rank, regiment and country often give no result. Fill in the
page as shown on the activity sheet and answer the questions. The children won’t find William among the
War Dead so we can surmise he survived his wounds and the war.
Plenary
Download the CWGC Certificates for John and discuss the additional information given: date of death,
regiment, battalion, unique number.
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Resources
Finding The Bingham Brothers
Activity Sheet
CWGC website
http://www.cwgc.org/find-wardead.aspx
Resources
Finding The Bingham Brothers
Activity Sheet
CWGC website

Rowlands Gill: The Great War and the Great Peace
Finding the Bingham Brothers
During the First World
War the names of
many servicemen who
were killed or
wounded were
recorded in local
newspapers. Can you
find Lance Corporal
William Bingham and
Lance Corporal John
Bingham in these
clippings from the
Journal?

Newcastle Journal 7th
March 1916

Newcastle Journal 24th
August 1916
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Read the Journal clipping and answer these questions
John :
Find John and William. What has
happened to them?
William:

The report on William is quite detailed.
List four facts that are given about him.

1.

2.

3.

4.

The report on John is very short. List two
facts that are given about him.

1.

2.

Can you think of any reasons why the
information on William is much more
detailed than on John? HINT: Something
big has happened between March and
August 1916.
Look carefully at the Roll of Honour.
Have other men who lived near
Rowlands Gill been reported as killed,
missing or wounded or wounded? List
their names and home towns or district
they came from.

Name
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why do you think Rolls of Honour were
given this name?
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Town/District
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Now let’s find the Bingham brothers using the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission Website. Start with
John…
Put CWGC into a search engine. Usually the second item shown
reads: Find War Dead.
Next: Click on this and fill in the Find War Dead boxes
like those shown here.
Next: Click the Green Search button at the bottom.
Next: John’s name is shown in a table. Click on the small dark
green arrow on the right.
Next: Now read the information and/or download the certificate.
1.
Write down three
new facts about John
that weren’t given in
the Missing list.
2.

3.

Now look up William. If you can’t find his name what does this tell
you? Hint: It’s good news.
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